^33]      Admiration of General Wellesley         [1803
in the provinces to the south of the Kistna is in a very great degree
personal to the Hon. Major-General Wellesley: to the admiration which
the Mahratta chiefs entertain of that officer's military character, and the
firm reliance which the inhabitants place on his justice and protec-
tion . . -1
It was not only the Mahratta chieftains who felt the force of
Arthur Wellesley's personality, for a young officer -who had
recently joined his contingent was greatly impressed by his
General.
The appearance and demeanour of General Wellesley [he records]
were such as at first sight to inspire confidence, which feeling was not
diminished on a closer acquaintance. All those who served under him
looked up to him with that degree of respect, I might almost say awe,
which by combining an implicit obedience to his commands with an
unbounded confidence in the wisdom of his measures, was calculated to
draw forth all the energies of man in the execution of his orders.2
On April 2oth General Wellesley arrived at Poonah, having
dashed ahead of the army with his cavalry to save the city
from being burnt by the usurper, Amrut Rao.
Here, after replacing the Peshwah upon his throne, he
remained for six weeks, watching the progress of events, and
making extensive military preparations. For Mahratta land
north of Poonah was now like a soup that has come to the
boil, it bubbled and hissed in several different quarters so that
it was difficult to say at which point it would boil over.
The ingredients causing most anxiety at that time were the
Mahratta chiefs, Scindiah of Gwalior,* and the Rajah of Berar,f
1 Dispatches, Vol.'I, p. izj.
2  Twelve Years9 Military Adventure, Vol. 7, p. 83.
* The Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah, whose territories formed the
northern and western portions of the Mahratta states, stretching from
the Ganges and Jumna rivers to south of the river Nerbudda, was at
that time the most powerful of the Mahratta chiefs. His policy was
anti-British, and he aimed to become the paramount power in India.
f Rogojee Bhoonslah, Rajah of Berar (whose territories were the
Dominions of Nagpoor), was at first inclined to Be pro-British, but
afterwards joined with Scindiah against the East India Company.